[Current state of knowledge on the subject of astigmatism etiopathogenesis].
To present current state of knowledge on the subject of astigmatism etiopathogenesis. A review of contemporary literature concerning pathomechanism of astigmatism. The optical, morphological and functional changes taking place in the visual pathway during the astigmatism are described. Special attention was focused on the functional modifications in the neuronal system of Brodmann's 17th area. The frequency of occurrence as well as the forms of astigmatism among children and adults are characterized. The results of papers indicating environmental and genetic reasons of astigmatism as well as the possible pathomechanism of astigmatism creation are presented. The necessity of astigmatism treatment before the end of visual cortex plasticity has been pointed out. The attitude towards some surgical methods of astigmatism treatment is expressed.